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From the Desk of the Director 

The Orphan Girl 
Quarterly Newsletter of the World Museum of Mining ×  Spring 2011  

Welcome to the Spring 2011 issue of The Orphan Girl, the official newsletter of the World Museum of 
Mining.  
 
For the first time in several years, the World Museum of Mining was unable to open for the season on 
April 1st. Snow piles and ice build up throughout the grounds, especially around the exhibits, has created 
some unsafe areas for our visitors and staff to try and maneuver around. The museum, including Hell 
Roarinô Gulch is tentatively scheduled to open on Wednesday, April 13th. We have some school and 
group tours scheduled for our Underground Mine Tour, but do not have a date set to open the tour to the 
general public. Until we get a significant improvement in the weather the hours of operation will be from 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Monday - Saturday. We will not be open on Sundays until May. Before visiting please 
call ahead to make sure we are open. 
 

The Annual Membership Meeting is scheduled to be held at the World Museum of Mining on  

Wednesday, April 27th, 6:00 - 8:00 pm . 

 
Meet the newly elected Board of Directors and Officers. Many exciting projects in the areas of Collec-
tions Management and Conservation are planned for the summer. Please plan to join us to learn more. 
Cookies and coffee will be served. 
 
Last season we implemented a summer Education Program with great success. This season we will be 
expanding the children's day camps and curriculum, and will even be adding a lecture series for the 
adults.  Information about the children's program will be provided to the Butte area children through their 
school, but please fell free contact Jeanette at 406-723-7211 or education@miningmuseum.org for infor-
mation about any of our programs. 
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Membership Application for 2011 

All levels of membership include: Ā Free admission to the Museum Ā 10% Discount on purchases 
from the Gift Shop or Photo Archives Ā The Museumôs newsletter 
  
Golden Age (65 and older) $15  ï Individual Membership 
Miner $25  ï Individual Membership 
Family $40  ï Immediate Family (2adults, and children under 18) 
Nipper $60  ï Immediate Family (2adults, and children under 18) and Guests (2 per visit) 
Corporate Membership - COPPER - $150-$499, SILVER - $500-$999, GOLD - $1,000 - $4,999,   
PLATINUM - $5,000 - $9,999, PALLADIUM - $10,000 and above (see the website or contact us for Corporate 

Benefits) 
 

We welcome contributions above and beyond standard memberships fees. 

  
Name                                                                                                                                                                    
 
Address                                                                                                                                                              s                                                                                                                                                          

 
City, State, Zip__________________________________________________________________________  

Email__________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Date_______________________________                     Amount Enclosed__________________________  

 

 

Mail form with your dues to:  

 
World Museum of Mining 
P.O. Box 33 
Butte, MT 59703 

Thanks for your support!  

Mt Tech Mining Team Competes at the 2011 International Mining Competition  
 
Mining students from Universities across the globe traveled to Reno, NV in hopes for earning bragging 
rights at the 33rd annual international mining competition at the University of Nevada, Reno.  
  
The event was hosted by the Mackay School of Earth Sciences and Engineering at UNR. The two-day 
competition saw teams of six compete in menôs, womenôs, co-ed, alumni, and individual classes. Teams 
competed in seven different events: hand steel, gold pan, jack leg, track stand, mucking, swede saw, and 
survey.   
  
The all-day competition saw teams from Montana Tech, Virginia Tech, Mackay, University of Arizona, 
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology, Colorado School of Mines, Missouri-Rolla, University of 
Queensland, Camborne School of Mines, Penn State, Kentucky, and the Western Australia School of 
Mines.  
  
ñI am pleased to announce that all four of our teams competed very well with the best mining teams in the 
world, especially considering overall how young our Tech teams are,ò announced Shane Parrow,  
           
           Continued on Page  4 

Become a Member or Renew Your Membership 
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Uncovering Treasures  By: Dolores Cooney  

Volunteers and staff at the museum uncover new and exciting discoveries as they work on cataloguing the Museumôs 
objects.  We like to share these finds with you through the newsletter.  It is our hope that you will be able to add to our 
knowledge of them.  This time we are showcasing four paintings the museum has which were done by the Butte Artist, 
Bob Hall.  Each one is outstanding.   
 
In 1968 Mr. Garland Hall donated two paintings to the Museum.  One is a 4 ft by 8 ft watercolor painting of a Butte bar 
room scene.  It depicts four men standing at the bar alone with the bartender.  The color in this work is vibrant.  The sec-
ond painting is also a watercolor which depicts two Indian braves and their horses.  This painting is 4 ft by 5 ft.  In 1970 
Edward T. and Marguerite Shea donated two small watercolor paintings to the museum.  The paintings depict a pack 
saddle and a powder horn.  The detail in each of these is amazing.    
 
Bob Hall was born in Indiana in 1895 and came to Butte as a young man.  He passed away in Butte in 1970.  He was a 
noted western artist.  In his lifetime, he turned out several thousand pen and ink drawings. He gloried in drawing old sod 
shanties, line camps, freight outfits, mines and mining activities, and rodeo action.  In his youth Mr. Hall worked as a 
cowboy, mule skinner, freighter and lumberjack in all parts of the West.  He later worked in the Butte mines and the Ana-
conda Smelter.  He also illustrated multiple books and worked as an illustrator for several Butte newspapers.  Mr. Hall 
worked with the Federal Art Project and the WPA.  He was associated with the American Design Index.   
 
Betty Lochrie Hoag did an oral interview with Mr. Hall in 1965.  It is in the Archives of American Art at the Smithsonian in 
Washington, DC.  This interview with Mr. Hall gives great insight to Mr. Hallôs work and life.  He is truly a Butte treasure.  
A copy of this interview is on file at the Museum office.   
 
We encourage anyone who has any history on these objects or on Bob Hall to contact Dolores. The information will be 
added to the documentation of the objects.   

Many people remember the displays that used to be in the Hoist House on the Museum grounds.  About 10 years ago 
the existing exhibits were disassembled and placed in storage.  The exhibit area in the Hoist House was redone around 
the theme of mining equipment.   
 
As part of the cataloguing and re-housing effort underway at the Museum today, we will be redoing the exhibit in the 
Hoist House.  Much of the mining related photographs, paintings, and objects that were previously removed from the 
Hoist House will be placed back on display in that building.  This project will be ongoing throughout the summer of 
2011.  If you are interested in assisting with this project please contact Dolores Cooney. 
 
This project will greatly enhance the visitorsô experience at the museum and provide a much needed background on 
history of mining.  

Collections Management By: Dolores Cooney  


